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PUBLIC NOTICE

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUUNI RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
FUND

The Malawi Communications Regulatory Authority (MACRA) would like to inform
its stakeholders that the Authority is currently in the process of implementing a
research and development fund known as the “Muuni Fund”. The implementation
of the Fund is in line with Section 6(2)(g) of the Communications Act, which
requires the Authority to promote research and development in communications
services. Furthermore, Section 6(2)(f) encourages the introduction of new
technology and communication services in accordance with recognized international

standards and applicable international law.

MACRA’s strategic plan 2022- 2027 emphasizes ICT development and innovation
with a focus on efficient and effective regulation and research for the socio-

economic development of the country.

The Fund aims at providing seed money for undertaking research and innovation
initiatives to provide for local solutions and incubation of innovations in different

sectors of the economy using ICTs.

Currently, the Fund has seed money from MACRA amounting to MK350 million.



ICT is a global catalyst for the socio-economic development of any country and
Malawi is not an exception. The national development agenda, Malawi 2063
(MW2063) recognize ICT as a driver and a catalyst for socio-economic development
with more interventions in research and innovation stipulated in the first 10 years of
Malawi 2063 Implementation Plan, the MIP-1. It is therefore important to stimulate
research and development in ICT as an anchor to economic advancement and

development.

As part of the implementation process, MACRA is holding bilateral meetings with
various stakeholders in the academia, private and public sectors to establish strategic

partnerships and grow the Fund financially and professionally.

The Fund will address gaps in the following sectors: Agriculture, Banking and
Financial Services, Construction, E-commerce, and other e-services, Education,
Energy, Government Services, Health, Manufacturing, Mining, Transportation and

storage, and Water supply and services.
There are 3 main categories of research that are subject to revision.
% Academia- student sub-category and Collaborative Research Sub-Category.

% Sector/Industry Research.

s MACRA Special Projects.

MACRA will in due course call for applications in the three research categories.
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