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MUUNI FUND LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION
1 INTRODUCTION

The establishment of Muuni Fund, at the Malawi Communications Regulatory Authority
(MACRA), aims at providing seed money for undertaking research and innovation
initiatives to provide for local solutions and incubation of innovations in different sectors
of the economy using ICTs. MACRA was established under section 4 of the
Communications Act, Cap 68:01 of Laws of Malawi as an independent statutory
regulatory body for the electronic communications, content broadcasting and postal
services sectors in Malawi. The Authority is responsible for regulating and monitoring
the provision of telecommunications, broadcasting and postal services, and management

of spectrum.

The Muuni Fund (the Fund) is in line with Section 6(2)(g) of the Communications Act,
which requires the Authority to promote research and development in communications
services. It is envisaged that the research in ICT will advance or create new knowledge,
which is instrumental in driving innovation, competitiveness, economic performance,

and national development.

It is therefore instrumental for Government through MACRA to establish a research and
innovation fund that will facilitate and promote the creation of new knowledge and
innovations for purposes of driving the development and usage of communication
services towards the achievement of sustainable development in Malawi. The fund will
aim at providing resources targeting ICT research and innovations activities by academia,

students and industry researchers and innovators.



2 OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION FUND AND THE
LOGO COMPETITION

The main objective for the competition is to give an identity to the Research and

Innovation Fund (Muuni Fund) that resonates with the functions and the aims of the

Fund.

2.1

Specific objectives of the Fund;

To support national ICT research and development in each sector of the
economy by providing funding to nascent initiatives and incubation of such

innovations into local solutions.

To promote the development of research facilities in academic institutions

and the industry that will spur basic and applied research.

To support ICT entrepreneurship by providing resources and incubation

platforms for innovative ideas targeting at ICT start-up innovations.

To facilitate the development of skills in ICT through awarding of ICT
scholarships and fellowships in academic and research institutions as well

ICT innovation hubs.
To establish and ensure effective management of the research fund.

To encourage and enhance efficient coordination of research and

innovation initiatives and developments among key institutions in Malawi.

3 BENEFITS OF THE FUND

The fund will create an enabling environment for research and innovation which will

result in:

Bridging the gap between industry and sector developments through ICT
research and innovation thereby influencing Government and sectoral

policies and legislation.



e Improving business skills and knowledge that enable local ICT
entrepreneurship to respond more rapidly to changing dynamic market
and sector demands.

e Contributeting to the country's economy and society through product
development, increased employment, and improved service delivery.

e Enhance dissemination of research papers and innovation initiatives
through national symposiums and expos.

e Facilitating and encouraging coordination and knowledge sharing among

various research entities and between industry and academia.

4 AREAS OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

The Fund will consider viable and scalable research proposals that attempt to solve

current challenges through ICT innovations relating to the following sectors:

Agriculture

Banking and Financial services
Construction

E-commerce and other e-services
Education

Energy

Government services

ICT

Health

Manufacturing

Mining

Transportation and storage

Water supply and services



5. PROPOSED LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION

MACRA is therefore calling for interested individuals participate in the logo design
competition for the Fund through submission of logo designs befitting the purpose of the
Fund. The selected design will attract a reward of K500,000.00 cash price.

6. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

The competition is open to all interested members of the general Public. However,
employees of MACRA are not eligible to participate in the competition. For the purpose
for this competition, MACRA will consider the logo design that embrace fully the concept
of the fund.

7. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Logo submissions shall be assessed using the following criteria as highlighted in table 1
below.

Table 1: Assessment Criteria

# CRITERIA Max Score
1 Eligibility - interested members from the public 5

2 Originality and memorable - creating lasting impression 20
3 Distinctiveness - creating a strong and unique impression 10
4 Resonating with the functions and the mandate of the Fund. 35
5 Simplicity - appropriately distilled, clean, and high-impact 10
6 Creative color combinations - maximum of three-color 20

combinations
Totals 100

8. SUBMISSION OF LOGO DESIGNS
Logo designs bids must be submitted in soft copy to the following email address on or
before 6th June at 15:00 hours. Late submissions shall be rejected.



MUUNI FUND LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION

The Director General,

Malawi Communications Regulatory Authority (MACRA)
Ginnery Corner

Salmin Amour Road

Private/Bag 261,

BLANTYRE

Email: procurement@macra.mw
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