PUBLIC NOTICE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMUNICATIONS (ELECTRONIC
EQUIPMENT)(TYPE APPROVAL) REGULATIONS 2023

The Malawi Communications Regulatory Authority (MACRA) hereby notifies
the public that it intends to start implementing the Communications
(Electronic Equipment) (Type Approval) Regulations 2023 on 1st December
2024. MACRA is mandated under the Communications Act (Cap 68:01 of the
Laws of Malawi) to Type Approve terminals and other electronic equipment
before they can be used in Malawi.

Type Approval is a process where MACRA certifies the acceptability of
electronic equipment or products based on conformity to minimum regulatory
technical and safety requirements before the equipment or the product is
used. Through the type approval process, MACRA ensures that electronic
equipment meets applicable standards, to ensure interoperability of
communication networks and equipment and to protect public health.

Highlights of the Communications (Electronic Equipment) (Type
Approval) Regulations 2023

Mandatory Type Approval Process: All electronic equipment and devices
such as mobile phones, satellite receivers, computers, tablets, and radios,
must be submitted for type approval before they can be sold, imported, or
distributed within Malawi. The Regulations guide the type approval process.

Enhanced Consumer Protection: The Regulations will help protect
consumers by ensuring that only certified and high-quality products are
available in the market, minimizing the risk of substandard, unsafe, or
counterfeit products.

Clear Documentation and Labelling: Suppliers and distributors must
provide detailed documentation, including product specifications, test results,
and compliance certificates, to demonstrate that their products meet all
required standards. Additionally, all electronic equipment, once type-
approved, must bear the official MACRA Type Approval label.



Public awareness

To facilitate the smooth implementation of these regulations, MACRA will hold
awareness meetings for stakeholders involved in the importation, supply, and
distribution of electronic communications equipment as follows:

i.  Southern Region; Mount Soche Hotel on 20th November 2024
ii.  Central Region; BICC on 26th November 2024
iii.  Northern Region; Mzuzu Hotel on 28th November 2024

All stakeholders are invited. Kindly ensure to send only one representative
from your respective organizations and register with Nellie Mwanza through
nellie. mwanza@macra.mw

MACRA emphasizes its commitment to fostering a robust regulatory
environment that ensures the quality, safety, and interoperability of electronic
equipment within Malawi's communication networks. All stakeholders are
urged to familiarize themselves with the Communications (Electronic
Equipment) (Type Approval) Regulations 2023 and comply with the stipulated
requirements to facilitate a smooth transition to the new regulatory
framework. The regulations can be accessed on the MACRA website —
WWw.macra.mw.

Signed this day of 14th November 2024
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